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EDEYRNION  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1956. 


To  the  Edeyrnion  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  health  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1956. 

Once  again  the  general  health  of  the  community  remained  good. 

Surprisingly,  the  Registrair  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
showed  a decline  of  30,  less  than  the  previous  year. 

There  were  six  fewer  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year,  but,  there 
was  also  a very  sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  live  births  amounting 
to  20. 


There  w'as  an  increase  of  4 in  thel  number  of  deaths  from  cancer. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  there  were  no  new 
cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Great  progress  was  made  on  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  district. 

Sewerage  Schemes  at  Carrog  and  Cynwyd  were  under  way  during 
year  and  those  at  Bettws  Gwerfil  Goch  and  Glyndyfrdwy  were  com- 
pleted. 

Other  infectious  diseases  were  minimal  and  there  were  no  cases 
of  food  poisoning  notfied. 


Twenty  two  houses  were  under  constniction  in  Corwen  and  the 
Oouncil  continued  its  policy  of  making  grants  for  tire  improvement 
of  old  houses. 


I wish  to  thank  Mr.  E P.  Jones  for  his  co-operation  during  the 
year. 


I am,  your  obedient  servant. 


EVAN  RICHARDS. 
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SECTION  A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Rural  District  (in  acres)  43,449 

Rateable  Value  £30,315 

Population  (Registered  General’s  figures)  4,080 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Raite £117 

Niunbered  of  inhajbited  houses  (According  tio  the  Books) 

at  end  of  year 1,343 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still)  49 

Births  (Live) 46 

Births  (Still)  3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 11.27 

Live  Births: — 

MALES  FEMALES 

Total  21  25 

Legitimate  16  23 

Illegitimate  5 2 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births)  = 15.21 

Deaths : — 

Total  Numhef  58 

MALES  FEMALES 

30  28 

Rate  per  1,000  population  16.66 

1955  figures  15.51 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year: — 

MAI.es  FEMALES 

Total  — 2 

Legitimate — ■ 2 

Illegitimate  — — 

Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births)  43.48 

1955  figures  — 


Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants: — 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births)  43.48 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants: — 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) — 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks: — 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total  

...  

2 

Legitimate 

...  

2 

Illegitimate  

...  -- 

— 

Illegitimate  

...  — 

— 

Maternal  Mortality: — 

Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy — Nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer: — 

Total  13. 

Eate  per  1,000  population  3.18 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis: — 

Total Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  population Nil 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: — 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities: — 

Water  analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  Mr.  Harold  Lowe, 
Public  Analyst.  Chester, 

Water  analysis  (Bacteriological)  and  milk  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atc  ry  Conway.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  latter  service. 

(3)  Ambulance  Facilities: — 

One  Ambulance  is  stationed  at  Corwen, 

(4)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics: — 

Held  once  a month  in  the  Aelwyd  Building,  Corwen. 

(5)  Ante  Natal  Clinics: — 

Held  at  Yr  Hafan,  Bala  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(as  from  July  1956). 

(6)  Orthopeadic  Clinic: — 

Held  once  a month  in  the  Aelwyd  Building,  Corwen. 

(7)  Tuberculosis  Clinic: — 

Held  at  Dolgelley  twice  a month. 

(8)  Diphtheria  Immunisation: — 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Immunis- 
ation of  babies  and  young  children  carried  out  at  the  Primary 
Schools. 
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(9)  Hospitals: — 

There  is  no  hospital  within  the  Rural  Area. 

(10)  Infectious  Diseases: — 

Total  number  of  Infections  Diseases*  (other  than  Tuber- 
culosis) notified  during  the  yealr 8 

Scarlet  Fever 1 

Bacillary  Dysentry — 

Whooping  Cough — 

Measles  7 

Infantile  Paralysis  — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1956. 

M. 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 

Cancer: — Stomach  2 

,,  Lungs  2 

„ Breast  — 

,,  Uterus  — 

,,  Other  sites 2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 5 

Coronary  diseases,  angina  ...  3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  — 

Other  heart  diseases  3 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 

Influenza  — 

Pneumonia — : 

Bronchitis  2 

Oitiher  diseases  of  respiratory  system — 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum — 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  and  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents — 

.All  other  accidents 2 

Suicide 1 


F. 


1 

2 

1 

3 

6 


6 

2 


1 

1 


5 


Total  ...  30  29 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  taken. 


— 5— 


GENERAL 


Considerable  progress  was  made  during  tine  year  on  the  Corwen 
and  Distinct  Water  Scheme.  With  the  exception  of  short  lengths  at 
Gynwyd  the  whole  of  the  mains  were  laid  and  tested.  Removal  of  silt 
at  the  impounding  reservoir  at  Cynwyd  was  completed,  the  dam  wall 
was  pressure  grouted  and  most  of  the  new  apron  and  spill/way  com- 
pleted. It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  in  operation  during  the 
summer  of  1957. 

All  the  villages  with  the  exception  of  Glyndyfrdwy  were  fairly  well 
maintained  during  the  year.  With  the  completion  of  the  new  mains 
it  was  possible  towaiids  the  end  of  the  year  to  supplement  the  Glyn- 
dyfrdwy supply  with  water  from  Comen. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Corwen. — The  town  of  'Ooirwen  is  sewered  for  all  properties  with 
the  exception  of  12  houses  which  are  drained  to  Septic  Tank.  The 
sewers  discharge  dkect  into  the  rivei'  Dee.  No  further  progress  was 
made  during  the  year  for  disposal  works. 

Carrog. — Work  on  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for 
the  village’  was  continued  during  the  year.  Some  delay  was  experienced 
over  the  delivery  of  fittings  for  the  works. 

Cynwyd. — Work  was  commenced  during  the  year  for  the  main  part 
of  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  village. 

Bettw  G.G. — The  work  on  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
for  the  village  was  continued  during  the  year.  Some  delay  was  ex- 
perienced over  the  delivery  of  fittings  for  the  works. 

Glyndyfrdwy. — ^The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the 
village  was  completed  during  the  year.  Applications  were  received  from 
some  of  the  owners  for  grant  towata’ds  conversion  of  Pail  Closets. 

Gwyddelwern. — The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  is 
working  satisfactory.  There  were  some  properties  still  to  be  connected 
to  the  sewer  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Llandrillo. — Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the 
selection  of  sites  for  sewage  disposal  works  and  ejector  station.  The 
scheme  is  being  prepared. 


HOUSING. 


There  are  175  houses,  5 fl'ats,  1 shop  owned  by  the  Council  in  the 
various  villages  made  up  as  follows: — 

Corwen. — 70  houses,  1 flat,  1 shop. 

Cynwyd. — 32  houses  and  2 flats. 

Llandrillo. — 26  houses. 

Gwyddelwern. — 13  houses  and  2 flats. 

Carrog. — 14  houses. 

Glyndyfrdwy. — 12  houses. 

Melin-y-Wig. — 8 houses. 

During  the  year  22  houses  were  commenced  on  a new  site  at 
Trewyn,  Corwen. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR. 

E.  P.  JONES,  (O.R.:San.L,  M.S.I.A.) 

The  dis'tirict  is  negularly  inspected  and  conditions  generally  were 
satisfactory.  Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  new 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  for  the  village's  and  also  tlie 
Comprehensive  Water  Scheme. 

General  maintenance  of  the  various  services  and  housing  estates 
was  carried  out  satisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  was  deemed  necesssary. 

Shops  and  Offices. — No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
Shops  Act,  1934  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Some  improvements 
to  sanitary  accommodation  in  shops  were  made  during  the  year. 

Camping  Sites. — One  site  is  licensed  for  camping  during  the  sum- 
mer iinonths  only. 


Smoke  Abatement. — The  district  being  practically  an  agricultural 
area,  is  never  liable  to  nuisance  from  smoke. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  public  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  area. 

Rat  Infestation. — Through  the  continued  work  of  'the  operator  the 
infestation  in  the  district  is  kept  under  constant  cheek.  Co-operation 
of  farmers  and  other  owners  is  generally  obtained  with  disinfestation, 
so  that  no  formal  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


Measures  of  Control; — 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

No.  of 
proper- 
ties in- 
spected 

No.  of 
inspect- 
ions 
made 

Number  of 
notices  served 
under  Section 
4 

Number  of  treatments 
carried  out 

By  arrange- 
ment with 
Occupier. 

Under 
Section  5(1) 

Treat- 

ments 

Works 

Rats 

Mice 

only 

Rats 

Mice 

only 

l.oeal  Authority 
Pi'operty  

6 

68 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Dwelling  Hou.se 

51 

15J 

— 

— 

40 

— 

— 

— 

liusiness  Premises  ... 

15 

3U 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Agricultural 

Property  

176 

■3.S9 

— 

— 

O 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

248 

488 

— 

— 

47 

— 

— 

— 
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Schools — ^The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Schools  in  the  district  is 
fairly  good.  All  the  schools  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply  of 
water  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  PublicI  Heallth  or  Housing  Acts) 

147 

(h) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  

147 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  ... 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  sc 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

Nil 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (excluding  tliose  referrcid 
to  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  

11 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 

notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  hi  in 
consequences  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity   11 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  Year. — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  House- 
ing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring,  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal' notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied 

as  a result  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 


(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  Nil 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1949: — 

Number  of  applications  for  Grant  8 

Number  of  Grants  approved 6 

Total  amount  approved  £1,646  - 10  - 0. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1956— Part  I V.— OVERCROWDI  NG. 

Overcrowding  in  the  district  is  still  being  relieved  by  rehousing. 
Further  reduction  will  be  made  as  as  new  Council  Houses  become 
available.  It  is  not  possiblte  to  give  the  present  number  of  houses 
overcrowded. 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year: — 


Housing  147 

Drains 71 

Drains  Tested 36 

Nusiances  13 

Housing  Sites  43 

Public  Conveniences  12 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal Ill 

Refuse  and  Scavenging  ' 22 

Factories  11 

Shops  and  Hotels 13 

Number  of  plans  approved 20 

Soil  samples  taken 1 

Dairies  7 

Farms 17 

Bakehouses  a 


Meat  Shops  7 

Slaughterhouse  49 

Ice  Cream  Premises  5 

New  Buildings  and  Byelaws 44 

Schools  4 

Pavilion  34 

Water  Supplies 389 

Water  taken  for  Bacteriological!  Examination  15 

(a)  Satisifactory 9 

(b)  Un-satis'factory  6 

Chemical  Examination Nil 

(a)  Satisfactory Nil 

(b)  Un-satisfactory  Nil 

Milk  Sample  i 1 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  5 Producer-Retaileffs  and  4 Retailers  of 
milk  in  the  district  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. — Two  private  slaughteriiouses  were  licenced 
during  the  year  at  Oorwen. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  absence  of  tuberculosis  botli  in  cattle 
and  pigs,  and  which  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  high  percentage  of  attested 
herds  in  the  area. 


[ 

1 Cattle 
Ex.  Cows 

1 

COWB 

Calves 

[ Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

470 

25 

35 

4991 

1168 

Number  inspected 

240 

12 

18 

2440 

634 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

Percentage  of  number  of 
animals  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

2.85% 

0.14% 

T.B.  only  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.B. — 'Carcases  of  which,  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

. . 

_ 



— — 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Amount  of  meat  in  lbs.  condemned  during  the  year: — 

Dropsy  120 

Severe  Bruising  245 
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The  amount  of  tinned  food  and  other  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the 

year  was  as  folilows: — 


Tinned  Meat  8 Tins 

Tinned  Vegetables 10  Tins 

Tinned  Milk  2 Tins 

Tinned  Fruit  18  Tins 

Tinned  Fish  5 Tins 

Tinned  Soup  1 Tin 

Tinned  Ham  5 Tins 

Boiled  Ham  26  lbs. 


Bakehouses. — All  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Ice  Cream  Premises. — All  Ice  Cream  is  sold  prepacked,  and  all 
premises  were  found  satisfactory. 

Factories  Act,  1937. — ^There  are  16  factories  registered  within  the 
distriat.  Of  the  nrmrber  inspected,  condition  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Scravenging. — Refuse  collection  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by 
direct  labour  and  the  disposal  is  by  the  Controlled  Tipping  Method 
at  a site  in  Corwen. 

Public  Conveniences. — The  conveniences  were  fairly  well  main- 
tained during  the  year.  The  total  takings  for  the  year  was  £99  - 5 - 6. 

RAINFALL— (In  inches). 


1955 

1956 

January  

2.61 

5.21 

February  

3.37 

1.09 

March 

2.88 

2.07 

April  

0.80 

1.51 

May  

5.29 

0.68 

June  

3.52 

1.48 

July  

0.81 

4.09 

August  

1.51 

5.25 

September 

1.19 

3.29 

October  

2.44 

1.93 

November 

3.25 

1.42 

December  

3.89 

5.27 

31.56 

33.29 

